Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.088; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.5.
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x þ 1 2 ; Ày þ 3 2 ; z þ 1; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 1; z À 1 2 .
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1999) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1999) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Bruker, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
Nitroaromatic compounds are widely used as pesticides, explosives, and precursors for dyes and many pharmaceutical agents (Higson, 1992) . Recently, we described the structure of a nitrobenzene derivative containing a polyether linkage which can be used as an asymmetric alkylating agent (Guo et al., 2006) . Herein, we report the structure of another nitrobenzene derivative, in which an asymmetric ethylene glycol ether strand is appended to the para position of nitro group.
The title compound consists of an ethylene glycol monomethyl ether unit and a nitro-substituted benzene ring (Fig. 1 ). In the crystal structure the nitro group is coplanar with the benzene ring. Interestingly, there are two intermolecular hydrogen bonds (Table 1) .
Experimental
To a mixture of 2-methoxyethanol (0.190 ml, 2.40 mmol) and potassium hydroxide (0.120 g, 3.00 mmol) in DMSO (5 ml), was added a solution of 1-chloro-4-nitrobenzene (0.315 g, 2.00 mmol) in DMSO (5 ml). The resulting mixture was stirred for 20 h at 333 K and cooled to room temperature. The reaction mixture was poured into HCl 5% solution. The precipitate was filtered off and washed with water. After drying in vacuum, the title compound was obtained as a yellow solid in 90% yield. Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of a solution of anhydrous ethanol at 273 K.
Refinement
In the absence of anomalous scatterers Friedel pairs had been merged and the absolute configuration was arbitrarily assigned.
All H atoms were included in calculated positions refined as riding model with C methyl -H = 0.96 Å, C methylene -H = 0.97Å and C aromatic -H = 0.93Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C methyl ). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms are drawn at the 50% probability level and H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii.
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